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Preface 
The 15th British Combinatorial Conference, like the Fifth (held at Aberdeen 
in 1975) and the Tenth (at Glasgow in 1985), took place 'north of the border', 
in Scotland. It was organized by Peter Rowlinson and Francis Bell at the University 
of Stirling, from Monday 3 July to Friday 7 July 1995. It was one of the best- 
attended (and, I am sure, one of the best attended) of the BCCs to date, with 
around 235 participants and over 160 contributed papers, arranged in five parallel 
sessions. The Thursday of the conference was designated 'Kirkman Day' to commem- 
orate the centenary of the death of the Rev. T. P. Kirkman (1806-1895), and 
several of the talks on that day were related in some way to Kirkman's work. The 
Richard Rado lecture was given on the Friday by L. Lov/~sz. The texts of the nine 
invited lectures are available in [-I], which was distributed to participants at the 
conference, and a more detailed account of the conference can be found in [-2]. The 
present volume contains a selection of the contributed papers, together with the 
problems presented at the problems ession chaired by Peter Cameron on the final 
afternoon. 
In addition to the usual Business Meeting on the Tuesday, there was a meeting of 
the Institute of Combinatorics and its Applications on Thursday. Social events 
included a reception on Monday evening hosted by the University of Stirling and 
Central Regional Council, a ceilidh on Tuesday evening, and the Conference Dinner 
on Thursday evening. On Wednesday afternoon there was an excursion, which 
included a boat trip on beautiful Loch Katrine; for this, the organizers had arranged 
some traditional Scottish weather - -  despite which, we were able to catch occasional 
glimpses of the shoreline through the mist and rain. The rest of the week was mainly 
dry and sunny. 
It is a pleasure to record the thanks of all participants to Francis Bell and Peter 
Rowlinson for organizing such an enjoyable conference. I should also like thank my 
fellow editors of this double volume, Ian Anderson, James Hirschfeld, John Sheehan 
and Carol Whitehead, for their help in processing the submitted papers, and Peter 
Cameron for again editing the problems. 
Nottingham, 31 May 1996 
Douglas Woodall 
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